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MONDAY
ACTIVITIES
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Week 2 Monday Writing Task

Family Interview

There are so many incredible authors and storytellers in the world. Today you are
going to interview a family member to discover who their favourite author or
storyteller is and why.

YOUR TASK:
Ask a family member if you can interview them. Be ready to ask these questions:

- Who is your favourite author or storytellere Why?¢

- What do you think makes them a great author or storytellere

- What kind of books would you say you like most2 Fiction, non-fiction, funny,
scary, animal stories etc.

Reflect on your interview:

- What did you learn about the kinds of books and stories your family
member likes?

- Are they similar to the kinds of storytellers and authors you like?
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Monday - Science & Technology

Creating a Marble Maze

Science and Technology

It is time to put your creative design thinking and production skills to work to create a marble maze.

You can choose how you create your marble maze (you do not need to buy anything! You could use Lego,
recyclable materials, cardboard, paper, items from around your home etc.).

Steps:

1. Draw a plan of your marble run.

2. Write a list of items that you will need.

3. Test your marble run, explaining what worked well and what could be even better.
4. Make changes and additions as needed, explaining your modifications.

5. Test your final product and answer the following questions:

- What do you like best about your marble run?

- What were the challenges you faced?

- How did you overcome these challenges?

- What would you do differently next time?
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Tuesday - Reading

Sights set on immortality for 11-
year-old quantum physicist
Laurent Simons

Bruno Waterfield, July 13, 2021 7:00PM The Australian

Belgian student Laurent Simons has
graduated from the University at
Antwerp aged 1. He is pictured here at
home in Amsterdam in 2019, after
originally being accepted to Eindhoven
University of Technology at the age of
nine. Picture: Kenzo Tribouillard/AFP.

science

Most boys his age are obsessed with video games, wizards or football, but Laurent
Simons has a big dream worthy of science fiction.

“Immortality*, that is my goal,” the Tl-year-old boy genius told Belgian newspaper the
Het Laatste Nieuws, a Dutch language publication.

“Not for myself, but for other people, by replacing as many body parts as possible with
mechanical parts. | have mapped out a path to get there,” he said.

Laurent graduated last week from Belgium'’s University of Antwerp with a degree in
guantum physics* after enrolling aged nine. Now he hopes to use his incredible mind
to make immortality possible for humans.

Laurent Simons with his parents Lydia
and Alexander Simons in 2019, the year he
was gccepted to university, aged just nine.
Picture: Kenzo Tribouillard/AFP.



His Dutch mother, Lydia, said she was unable to keep up with his ideas.

“I think, wow. When he talks about his plans and about how he wants to realise them, |
am just amazed. He tries to explain but | cannot understand it,” she said.

“I just go along with it. He tries to teach me. Sometimes he gets a little bit annoyed
that I'm not completely following him. | am not at all an expert at quantum physics.”

While his parents sometimes get confused, Laurent’s creativity is a hit with academics.

“He has a lot of ideas and, from what | have heard — because | don't understand
anything about his work and studies — he has a very creative way of approaching
problems,” his mother said.

Laurent, who has an IQ of 145, has been compared to the great Albert Einstein since he
was eight, when he finished the secondary school curriculum* in just 18 months. Not
that he sees the similarity himself.

“Laurent does not like comparisons with Einstein. He feels that he is unique in himself,
just as everyone else is unique in themselves," his mother said.

Albert Einstein (1879-1955) was a German-born theoretical
physicist who developed the theory of relativity, one of the
two pillars of modern physics. His work is also known for its
influence on the philosophy of science. Picture: file copy.

Two years ago, Laurent said in an interview that it was, “funny that everyone talks
about me as the new Einstein” when he saw himself as a practical inventor such as
Einstein’s 19th Century contemporary Nikola Tesla, the Serbian-American electrical
engineer.

It has not always been easy. When Laurent was very young, his parents were
concerned that he struggled to play with other children and was not interested in toys.

In 2019, he dropped out of Eindhoven University of Technology in the Netherlands and
his teacher spoke of “excessive* pressure”.

Today, his work-life balance is better, his mother said, and he puts his studies to one
side to play with other children his own age.

“We are very careful to separate his study from his childhood,” she said. “When he is
among his friends, he does not speak of his studies or science. It is just gaming or some
silly race. He can separate it and that is good for him.”



Child genius Laurent Simons feels he has more in common with
Nikola Tesla (1856-1943), pictured above, the world-renowned
Serbian-American inventor, physicist, mechanical engineer and
electrical engineer, than Albert Einstein.

His Belgian father, Alexander, said after pandemic
travel restrictions were lifted, Laurent would move
to Britain, where he could stay with his uncle,
Brian Simons, a well-known plastic surgeon*, until
his parents joined him.

“We have been talking with a British university ...
we have to see what is legally possible as Laurent
is a minor* It was a long trajectory and then Covid
came and we had to postpone everything,” he
said.

Many of Laurent’s university teachers have been
British, and his father said Laurent liked their “way
of thinking”.

‘He has already spoken a lot to his new mentor* in Britain and seems to get along very
well,” his father said.

Upon graduating last week, Laurent said his future studies would focus on classical
mechanics and quantum physics.

This article originally appeared in The Times and is reprinted from The Australian with
permission.

GLOSSARY

immmortality: the ability to live forever

quantum physics: science of matter and light at the level of atoms and sub-
atoms

curriculum: subjects making up the course of study at school or university
excessive: more than is necessary, normal or desirable

plastic surgeon: surgeon who reconstructs or repairs parts of the body with
tissue

minor: a person below the age of an adult as set by law

trajectory: a path that is not straight

mentor: an experienced, trusted adviser or teacher

classical mechanics: study of the movement of everyday objects and the forces
affecting them

QUICK QUIZ

LR NEOENIE

How does Laurent want to go about helping humans live forever?

Laurent graduated with a university degree in what field of study?

What is Laurent’s 1Q?

Since the age of nine, Laurent has been compared to which famous genius?
Laurent thinks he has more in common with which figure?



Tuesday - Writing

Friendship Letter to

11-Year-old Laurent Simons
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Tuesday - Geography
THE SEVEN NEW WONDERS OF THE WORLD

The Great Wall of China:

One of the world’s largest building projects, the Great Wall of China is about 5,500 miles (8,850
km) long. Work began in the 7th century BCE and continued for two thousand years. One not-so-
great thing about the wall, however, was is its usefulness. It was built to stop invasions and raids
from enemies, but the wall failed to stop invaders.

Chichén Ttza: -

Chichén Itza is a Mayan city in Mexico, which existed in the 9th and 10th centuries CE. Under the
Mayan tribe Itz4, a number of important monuments and temples were built. The Mayan’s were
very interested in the stars and the sun, and the temple was built with 365 steps, the same number
of days in a year. On special days in spring and autumn, the setting sun casts shadows on the
pyramid that look like a serpent slithering down the north stairway; with a stone snake head at the
bottom.



Petra:

o S
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The ancient city of Petra, in Jordan, is located in a remote valley, between sandstone mountains
and cliffs. The Nabataeans, an Arab tribe, made it their capital, and they carved homes, temples,
and tombs into the stone. The city was abandoned 1,500 years ago because of devastating
earthquakes. It was rediscovered by explorers in 1812, but was ignored by archaeologists until the
late 20th century, and many questions remain about the city.

Machu Pichu:

This Incan site near Cuzco, Peru, was “discovered” in 1911 by Hiram Bingham, who believed it was
Vilcabamba, a secret Incan fortress, though no one really knows why it was built. Some believe it
was a royal holiday resort. It was built high in the Andes Mountains, and has agricultural terraces,
plazas, houses, and temples.



Christ the Redeemer:

Christ the Redeemer, a colossal statue of Jesus, stands atop Mount Corcovado in Rio de Janeiro.
Building began in 1926 and was completed five years later. The monument stands 30 meters tall—
not including its base, which is about 8 meters high—and its outstretched arms span 28 meters.
Christ the Redeemer is made of reinforced concrete and is covered in close to six million tiles. The
statue has often been struck by lightning, and in 2014 the tip of Jesus’s right thumb was damaged
during a storm.

The Colosseum:

AT p 3 e ———c A

The Colosseum in Rome was built in the first century by order of the Emperor Vespasian. It could
hold 50,000 spectators, who watched a variety of events, including gladiator fights, men battling
animals and sometimes water was pumped into the Colosseum for ship-to-ship battles. It is
believed that about 500,000 people died in the Colosseum, and that so many animals were
captured and then killed there that certain species became extinct.



The Taj Mahal:

The Taj Mahal was built by Emperor Shah Jahan to honor his wife Mumtaz Mahal, who died in
1631 giving birth to their 14th child. It took about 22 years, 20,000 workers and 1,000 elephants to
construct the complex, which includes an immense garden with a reflecting pool.

Questions:
Great Wall of China:
1. How long is the wall of China?

2. Why was it built?

Chichen Itza:

1. What country is Chichen Itza in?

2. What tribe built it?

3. How many steps does the El Castillo at Chichen Itza have?



Petra:

1. Where is Petra situated?

2. What year was Petra rediscovered by a Swiss explorer?

Machu Pichu:
1. What country is Machu Pichu in?

2. What century do historians think it was built?

Christ the Redeemer Statue:
1. What country is the statue in?

2. What years was it constructed between?

The Colosseum:

1. Which Italian city is the colosseum in?

2. How many people could sit in the colosseum?

Taj Mahal:
1. What country is the Taj Mahal in?



2. Why was the Taj Mahal built?

3. How many elephants helped to complete it?

Opinion:

What did you find most interesting when learning about the New Seven Wonders?

If you could visit any Wonder, which would it be, and why?
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Week 2 Thursday Writing Task
Big Bad Wolf... Guilty or Misunderstoode!

Think of every story that features The Big Bad Wolf... Little Red Riding Hood, The
Three Little Pigs- can you think of any others2 Do you think he's guilty of all his
crimes? Or is everyone out fo get him#!

YOUR TASK: Create a speech that you would give to either prove his innocence
or guilt! Be as creative as you can, tie in the stories you already know and use as
many persuasive devices as you can.

Remember to:

e be creative and think about the prompt BEFORE you respond

e Use as many persuasive devices as you can to convince me whether you
believe the wolf to be guilty or innocent

o write in paragraphs

e Use correct punctuation, grammar, and spelling

o make careful vocabulary choices

LTY OR INNOCENT!!??

L -

GUI




Week 2 Thursday Wrifing Task
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WEEK 2 TERM 3 2001
Visual Arts - Nature Art

Go into your garden or on a walk (with an adult) and collect some natural treasures. Things
like leaves, sticks, petals, shells, stones etc. Make sure that you only collect from your own
or public property and you are collecting things that have already fallen from a plant and are
not damaging anything.

Use your treasures to create a piece of art:

- It could be flat like a picture or more like a sculpture - you can choose.

- See the photos for a couple of ideas but you can make something very different to those if
you want to.

Take a photo to share with your teacher or bring your artwork into school when you return.

Optional extra task: If you want to keep creating, see if you can make some 'paintbrushes’
with your leftover natural treasures and create an artwork using them as a tool.
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Mina and Jack have a cat named Boots. Boots is white
with black feet.

Mina and Jack keep lots of toys for Boots in a big box. There is a
toy that looks like a carrot and there is a green ball too.

Sometimes Boots visits Grandma and Grandpa’s house.
Grandma likes to toss a toy mouse for Boots. She gives Boots
cat treats that look like little fish.

Boots likes playing in the toy box the most!




Seahorses live in the ocean. They are fish but
some people think that seahorses look a bit

like ‘land” horses. A group of seahorses is
called a herd.

Baby seahorses are called fry. Female seahorses

lay eggs but it is the male seahorses that look
after the eggs. Male seahorses keep the eggs
in pouches at the front of their bodies. The fry
must look after themselves as soon as they are
born.

Seahorses are fish but they are not very good
swimmers. Their fins are very small. This makes
it hard to move and steer in the water. They can
use their tails to grab onto seaweed or coral so
they can stay in one place.

Seahorses have no teeth and they do not have
a stomach. Food passes through the body of a
seahorse very quickly. To stay healthy they must
spend most of the day eating. One seahorse
can eat up to 3000 small shrimps in a day.




Bamboo scaffolding

Bamboo cha:rs

Bamboozled!

Bamboo is an amazing plant. Did you know it
is actually a grass? In fact giant bamboo is the
largest member of the grass family. Some types
can grow an incredible 90 centimetres in just
one day. Some bamboo plants can grow to over
30 metres tall, which is as tall as a gum tree.

You probably know that bamboo is the favourite
food of pandas, but chimpanzees, gorillas and
elephants eat it too.

Bamboo is also extremely useful to people. It is
a very valuable construction material because it
is so strong. In fact, whole houses can be built
from bamboo. In some parts of the world
bamboo is used as scaffolding (the frame used
to support building work).

The range of things that can be made from
bamboo is huge. Furniture, cooking utensils,
and musical instruments can all be made from
bamboo. Bamboo fibres can be used to produce
a soft, cotton-like material for T-shirts and
underwear. Bamboo fibres are also used to
make paper. Bamboo can even be used to make
bicycle frames and boats.




READING

Read Boots the cat and answer questions 1 to 6.

1 What colour is the cat’s ball?

green white orange black
=, o o (=

2 What does Boots have a lot of?

boxes
cats
carrots

0000

toys

3 Boots likes to visit

a fish pond.
the pet store.
Mina and Jack’s house.

0000

Grandma and Grandpa’s house.

4 Who gives Boots treats?
Mina

Grandma

Jack

Grandpa

0000

©ACARA 2016



READING

Which of these is a picture of a toy in the text?

5
= £ =)
6 What is the most likely reason the cat is named Boots?
O He looks like he has boots on.
O He eats treats that look like boots.
© He has toys that look like boots.
© He gets into boots if they are left out.
Read Seahorses and answer questions 7 to 11.
7 Seahorses got their name because they
& move like horses.
O eat like horses.
O breathe like horses.
& look like horses.
g Seahorse eggs are kept

on coral.
in a pouch.
in the seaweed.

0000

on the sand.

©ACARA 2016



READING

9 What does a seahorse use to attach itself to seaweed?

its mouth
its teeth
its fins

its tail

0000

10  Which question is answered in the last paragraph?

What are seahorses?

Where do seahorses live?

What do seahorses eat?

How do seahorses move around?

0000

17  The main reason for the picture is to show

what seahorses eat.
what seahorses look like.
how seahorses move.

0000

where seahorses live.

Read Bamboozled! and answer questions 12 to 18.

19  Bamboo is a type of

tree.
wood.
bush.

grass.

0000

©ACARA 2016



READING

According to the text, one way bamboo is amazing is that

13
© it can grow extremely fast.
O it grows near gum trees.
O it comes in many sizes.
O it grows anywhere.
14 Which activity uses bamboo as scaffolding?
©  plumbing
©  building
O  cooking
O sailing
45 Bamboo fibres are used in the production of
O paper.
O furniture.
O musical instruments.
© boats.
16 Fabric made from bamboo is

lumpy.
scratchy.
cottony.
clingy.

000O0
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READING

17 According to the text, which part of a bicycle can be made from bamboo?

the frame
the wheels
the pedals
the seat

0800

1g¢  The main purpose of this text is

O to encourage people to use bamboo more often.
O to give interesting facts and uses for bamboo.
© to list everything that can be made from bamboo.
O to outline where bamboo is mainly grown and used.
-
-
ca
)
=2
O
2
o
©ACARA 2016



Week 2 Friday Writing Task
Captain’s Log

Captains keep track of everything in their Captain's Log while
they are af sea and leave some interesting stories and notes
for everyone to read. It's your turn to take charge and write
about everything that has happened this week.

Think about everything that happened this week. What were
the best moments¢ The hardest moments? How did you get
past those fricky timese Who made your week special?




Friday - Maths

Collecting Data

Design a survey question you could ask your classmates or
family to find out some information. What is it you are trying
to find out?

Everyone's favourite food?2 Favourite coloure Hair colour?

Write your survey question in the space below:

My survey Question:

Now go around and ask the people around you your
survey question and record the results in the table below
using tally marks. Remember when using tally marks, the

5th mark crosses off the group of 5




Graphing My Data

Now ifs time to graph your data on the below graph. Remember to
give your graph a title and label each part.

N W M~ O O N OO O
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